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Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s Final Years
1. After the battle of Naushera, Ranjit Singh, weary of the continuing war of attrition against the Afghans, reinstated Yar Mohammad as the governor of Peshawar and returned to Lahore.

2. The Darbar’s conquests had reached the furthest geographical limits of the Punjab in the North and East and West. The only two options for further expansion were to go southwest to Sind or take on the British across the Sutlej. The British were making overtures to the Amirs of Sindh. Ranjit Singh wanted to take Sind, but his treasury had been emptied by the Northwestern campaign.

3. In 1825 Dewan Misr Chand died leaving a huge vacuum in the leadership. There were no able Punjabi generals to take his place and Ventura became the chief commander of the Durbar forces, often under the nominal command of Kharak Singh or Sher Singh.

4. Sher Singh was emerging as a strong leader at attracting his father’s attention. This aroused Kharak Singh’s jealousy and he started to spread rumors questioning Sher Singh’s parentage. IN 1826, when Ranjit Singh fell ill, Kharak Singh reached out to the British to asking for support for his succession to the throne.

5. Rather unexpectedly Fateh Singh Ahluwalia, apprehensive of Ranjit Singh’s designs on his territory, bolted across the Sutlej to seek British protection. The British rather than exploiting the situation prevailed upon Fateh Singh to go back, which he did after Ranjit Singh sent envoys to assure him that his lands were safe. Fateh Singh placed his unsheathed sword at the Maharaja’s feet, knelt and asked him to cut his head off. Ranjit Singh put his arms around him and both men burst into tears. Fateh Singh was forgiven and loaded with expensive presents.
6. In the summer of 1826 Ranjit Singh fell ill again; the British Governor General sent Dr. Murray, who was able to treat the Maharaja successfully.

7.  Ranjit Singh turned his attention to Sind again and sought dispensation from the British Governor General, Lord Amherst to expand into Sind. The British however, were non committal. At that time Kashmir suffered a big earthquake and Lahore a cholera epidemic. Syed Ahmed, an Afghan chief launched another Jihad against the Durbar. These troubles and unrest in Kangra occupied Ranjit Singh and prevented him from making further expeditions.

8.  The period of military inactivity was used by Ranjit Singh to overhaul his civil administration and justice system. Large roads were built linking important towns and public gardens were created in Lahore and Amritsar.

9. When Yar Mohammad decided to join the Jihad against the Durbar, Ventura, Allard and Budh Singh Sandhawalia marched to the Northwest and took Peshawar again. The Jihadis fought back and were able to re-occupy Peshawar where Syed Ahmed installed himself as Caliph. Sher Singh’s forces took back Peshawar in 1830 and in 1831 his forces destroyed the Jihadi armies and killed Syed Ahmed, who was buried with full honors. Sher Singh’s bravery and magnanimous behavior was much appreciated by all including his father.
10. The British were able to outmaneuver Ranjit Singh and signed a treaty with the Amirs of Sindh, thus thwarting forever his desire to expand in the Southwest.
11. In 1834 the Dogra General Zorawar Singh occupied Ladakh and brought it under the Durbar’s control. The British protested even though according to the treaty of Lahore, they really did not have a say in any matters pertaining to territory West of the Sutlej. Zorawar Singh wanted to push further to create a common frontier with China, but Ranjit Singh held him back.

12. The Northwestern frontier was getting restive again and Ranjit Singh decided that he needed to bring it under his direct control. Hari Singh Nalwa and the Maharaja’s young grandson Naunihal Singh were dispatched to the Northwest. Hari Singh Nalwa occupied Peshawar and left Naunihal Singh to administer it. When the Pathans used guerilla tactics against the Sikhs, Nalwa became ruthless and destroyed their villages. He built a string of forts, in sight of each other to protect the Darbar’s interests. Two of them Shab Kadar and Jamrud stood at the entrance to the Khyber Pass and were placed under the command of very able Durbar officers.
13. In 1835, Dost Mohammad, an Afghan chief announced yet another Jihad against the Durbar. He took advantage of the fact that Nalwa was ill and the Durbar preoccupied with Naunihal Singh’s wedding  and decided to attack Jamrud. A small force of 600 men under Maha Singh fought valiantly, but was forced to seek help from Nalwa. Nalwa got up from his sick bed and proceeded to Jamrud.

14. The Afghans were beaten back with eleven thousand casualties, but at a heavy price. Nalwa was killed in battle. Ranjit Singh was disconsolate at the loss of one of his greatest generals. Dost Mohammad tried to negotiate with Ranjit Singh to get Peshawar and upon failing turned to the British for help. The British were interested in Afghanistan because the Russians were making overtures to Dost Mohammad as well, promising large sums of money. 
15. Failing to come to an agreement with Dost Mohammad, the British plotted with Ranjit Singh to restore Shah Shuja to the Afghan throne. Fakir Azizuddin was in favor of supporting the British but the rest of the Durbar including Dhian Singh Dogra were opposed.

16. In 1838 a son, Dalip Singh was born to Jindan, Ranjit Singh’s youngest wife.

17. It was decided that the Grand Army of the Indus, comprising Durbar and British troops would attack Afghanistan to restore Shah Shuja to the throne. It was decide that the Punjabis would enter through the Khyber Pass, Shah Shuja’s forces would accompany the Punjabis and the British would advance through Sind and the two forces would meet in Kabul.
18. Lavish celebrations were organized for Lord Auckland, the British Governor General, who came to visit Ranjit Singh at Ferozpur.

19. During the festivities Ranjit Singh’s health broke down and by December, he was stricken with paralysis. For six months, he struggled for his life. He passed away on June 27, 1839, exactly forty years after he had entered Lahore as a conquering hero. Kharak Singh was invested with the title of The Maharaja of the Punjab, with Dhian Singh Dogra as his Prime Minister.

20. The Maharaja’s body was cremated the next day; his wife, Rani Guddan, daughter of Sansar Chand of Kangra burned herself on the funeral pyre. Sikh, Hindu and Muslim prayers were chanted.
21. No man ever excited the imagination of the people of Punjab more than Ranjit Singh; some of his most important attributes to remember :

· He was not physically imposing; short of stature, pockmarked face and blind in one eye. However despite his unimpressive appearance he exuded intelligence and authority.

· He was wiry, as if made of whipcord and was a superb horseman, often spending up to ten hours a day in the saddle.

· He was a man of great personal courage, often leading his troops in battle.

· A great lover of beauty, he surrounded himself by intelligent handsome men and beautiful women. While he himself dressed very plainly, he insisted that his courtiers always wear their regalia and jewellery in the Durbar.

· Completely unlettered, he surrounded himself with scholars and satisfied his curiosity by constantly badgering them with questions.

· Ranjit Singh had a huge capacity for both merrymaking and working hard. His parties were legendary with lavish entertainment, food and wine. Often however, after extended bouts of merrymaking, he would retire to his chambers and spend hours dictating letters to relays of scribes.

· Ranjit singh was very simple in his habits, completely outspoken and very warm and generous towards people he liked. He was magnanimous, readily forgiving his enemies and those who wronged him. He hated inflicting punishment; in all of his reign, he never sentenced one man to death.

· Ranjit Singh was a very secular king. He respected all religions and often went to Hindu temples and Muslim mosques to pay his respects. His court reflected his secularism as well; he employed Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and Christians in prominent positions. When he married Hindu or Muslim women, there was no pressure on them to convert and they were allowed to freely practice their faith.
22. Ranjit Singh summed up his own achievements in the following words :
“My kingdom is a great kingdom; it was small, now it is large. It was scattered and divided, it is now consolidated; it must increase in prosperity and pass undivided to posterity. The maxims of Taimur have guided me; what he professed and ordered, I have done. By counsel and providence, combined with valor, I have conquered and by generosity, discipline and policy I have regulated and consolidated my government. I have rewarded the bold, encouraged merit wherever it was to be found; on the field of battle, I have exalted the valiant. With my troops I have shared all dangers and fatigues. Both on the field and in my cabinet, I have shut partiality from my soul and closed my eyes to personal comfort. I put on the mantle of care; fed Faqirs and Holy men and gained their prayers. The guilty as the innocent I have spared and those hands that were raised against me have met my clemency. Waheguru has therefore been merciful to his servant and increased his power so his territory now extends to the borders of China and the limits of the Afghans with all Multan and the rich possessions beyond the Sutlej”.
23. At his death, Ranjit Singh had built from his humble beginnings as the chief of the Shukerchakia Misl, a vast empire that spanned 200,000 square miles, yielding an annual revenue of 30 Million Rupees. He had in the process built one of the strongest armies in all of Asia. In 1839, the Durbar army consisted of 31 regiments of Infantry, 9 regiments of Cavalry, 288 pieces of Artillery and 11,800 irregular horsemen. The cost of maintaining this army was over 12 million Rupees a year. Besides the regular army, his vassals contributed 9 regiments of Infantry, 5 regiments of Cavalry, 87 pieces of Artillery and 6,460 irregular horsemen.
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Kharak Singh

Kharak Singh, the oldest son of Maharaja Ranjit Singh was born to Rani Raj Kaur of the Nakkai Misl, who was Ranjit Singh’s second wife.

Sher Singh

Sher Singh and his twin brother Tara Singh were born to Mehtab Kaur of the Kanhya Misl, Ranjit Singh’s first wife.
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